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Separate institutions for the teaching of girls are maintained in the two higher grades, but during recent years, the demand for such separation has slackened.    The first step towards the amalgamation of the boys' and girls' schools was taken on the report of  the Education  Reforms  Committee appointed soon after the Installation of His Highness Sir Sri Chitra Tirunal Maharaja.    By this measure all primary schools were permitted to admit girls and boys alike and the appointment of women teachers for the teaching of children was greatly encouraged. A large number of girls attend boys' schools in the Middle and High school grades also,   11,682 .girls were .attending English Middle and High Schools for Boys out of a total of 21,166 and out of 27,441 girl pupils in Malayalam and Tamil Middle and High Schools 14,842 were attending schools for boys.   In both instances, the number increased appreciably  during this year.     At present there ares however, 106 Malayalam and Tamil High and Middle Schools for Girls and 29 English Middle Schools and 20 English High Schools for girls, in which boys are not generally admitted. The control of Girls' education in the Middle and High school stages is vested in an Inspectress of Girls' Schools while all other grades of schools are placed under four Division Inspectors assisted by 31 Assistant Inspecting Officers, six of whom are women.  Muhammadan education is also under a separate officer called the Muhammadan Inspector of Schools, whose function is to inspect the teaching of the Quran arid  Arabic. Non-departmental institutions are inspected in the same way as departmental institutions, and they are given aid according to the number of classes or excess of expenditure over receipts. No fee is  levied in any of the four classes of the primary schools, and provision is made to extend aid to all teachers of non-departmental primary schools.   A small fee is levied in the Malayalam and Tamil Middle schools and it has been stated that the comparative cheapness of this grade of education has helped to keep a vast number of pupils at school  till the course of instruction for seven years is completed, and to prevent their lapse into illiteracy.